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Come to the Groundbreaking for Sari’s Sanctuary:
An Outdoor Learning Center

Sari's Sanctuary is named in memory of former Wakefield School student Sarah
McClarnon, who passed away at the age of 11 from cancer. We hope to preserve
Sari's strong spirit by building this space — one that Sari herself raised money for!

Hello friends of the Saugatucket River,
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to a very exciting and long
awaited event.
On Wednesday, June 6 at 2 p.m. we will be hosting a groundbreaking
ceremony for Sari's Sanctuary: The Outdoor River Classroom to be built on the
Saugatucket River. Seven years ago we began fundraising for this project and
now the moment has come. We have an architectural drawing, we have the
funds, thus, building can begin!
Please join us for a half hour ceremony. It will take place in the schoolyard of
Wakefield School, right near the bridge at the site of Sari's Sanctuary. I hope you
can make it!

Sincerely,
Robin Wildman

P.S.

Bring a lawn chair if you'd like. Raindate is June 7 @ 2 p.m.

I n s i d e, p a g e 3 :

Saugatucket River Paddle Event, Saturday, June 23, 10 a.m.-Noon
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2007 brings a new focus to SRHCC Activities
The watershed is blooming again so it is time to get active after a long winter’s rest. The SRHCC
group is a small tightly-knit bunch. While we have broad support for our goals and vision, there are
just a few of us active on most issues. Because of this, we need to focus our energies and excitement
on a few strategic priorities. This year we will be completing some winter projects while also setting
our sights on some new issues.
•

Spring Cleanup – We conducted our annual spring clean up on May 19. Unfortunately
there is still garbage for us to collect down by the Riverwalk. Thanks to the community
members who came out to help!

•

Water Quality Testing – We are expanding our water quality testing program to better
understand the health of the watershed. Member Rich Youngken will continue the
long-term testing at Peace Dale Pond and Wildwood Outfitters will help us collect water
samples at a new site off their dock just above the Main Street Dam. We hope to
produce a water quality map for the public using this data and to address local water
pollution issues.

•

Water Trails and Watershed Map – We have identified the water trails available to the
public in our watershed. We will now make a watershed map highlighting the
recreational opportunities and historic landmarks in our area. This map will be sent to
all SRHCC members and sold at local merchant shops. A sure collectors item!

•

Interpretative Signs – Now that the first phase of the Riverwalk project has been
completed, it is time to design and install the informational signs. There are three
stanchions waiting for their signage. SRHCC will work with the Town, URI and local
historians to produce informative signs about the watershed and the historic section of
the river featuring the Riverwalk. We will need funding support from members and local
merchants to make this possible!

•

Main Street Fish Ladder Improvements – State and Federal government agencies have
funding to improve the fish ladder at the Main Street dam. SRHCC will help them any
way we can. Our first task will be to highlight the fish ladder in one of the interpretative
signs.

•

River Classroom – and of course the river classroom will finally break ground this June
(see notice, p. 1). A thrilling moment for all of the community members who have
supported this vision over the years.
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Find Great RI Paddle and Hiking Experiences Online
Do you often want to paddle somewhere
new but just don’t know where or how to get
access? Are there forests in RI or in your own
town that you would like to hike but you just
don’t know if there is a trail?
Well, good news! The RI Rivers Council and
the US Park Service have created a website
that will list water trails and hiking trails, also
called blueways and greenways respectively.
The website address is www.exploreRI.org.
The SRHCC will be uploading our own blue
and greenway trails soon so that others can
enjoy the recreational opportunities in our
backyard.

Sites in SRHCC watershed include:
The downtown portion of the Saugatucket
River, Indian Lake, Point Judith Pond, Tri-Pond
Park and Old Mountain Field trails. Once the
site is fully up and running you will be able to
search for sites by towns.
Each blueway/greenway will have details on
location, directions, access points, history of
the trail, and local businesses that provide
rentals and gear. Let us know if you want
specific water or hiking trails added for the
SRHCC.

Saugatucket River Paddle Event
As part of RI Rivers Month, SRHCC is co-sponsoring an easy paddle event with Wildwood
Outfitters on June 23 at 10-12pm. Bring your own boat or rent one from Wildwoods. A tour guide
will lead us up this historic and scenic urban river. We will gently paddle up to the Peace Dale Mills
Complex then back down to the Main Street Dam.
Put-in Location: WILDWOOD OUTFITTERS at 271 Main Street, Wakefield. Kayak and Canoe
rentals are available from Wildwood Outfitters. Join us on this ecological and historic tour. Please let
us know if you plan on joining us! Contact: Glenn Ricci, 789-1412.

Saugatucket River
Heritage Corridor Coalition
Post Office Box 209
Wakefield, RI 02880

Mark your calendars!
Wednesday, June 6, 2 p.m. (Raindate June 7)

River Classroom Groundbreaking
Saturday, June 23, 10 a.m.-Noon

River Paddling Tour
Details inside

